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Hashem’s Decision to Destroy

|. The Questions
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5 And Hashem saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every
imagination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually. 6 And Hashem reconsidered
that having made man on the earth, and it grieved Him at His heart. 7 And Hashem said: 'l will
blot out man whom | have created from the face of the earth; both man, and beast, and
creeping thing, and fowl of the air; for | have reconsidered My having made them.'

Il. Prescience, Predestination and Free Will
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The angel appointed over birth brings each potential soul before God and says:
‘Master of the universe, what shall be with this drop [of life]? Will he be strong or weak? Will
he be wise or foolish? Will he be rich or poor?’

Will he be good or evil, however, is not asked...

Ill. Approaches
A. Explaining the phrase: yIxa nTRN NX nwY D 'n ona'i Literally “and God was consoled.”

What does nechama mean in this context?
1. Art Scroll: And God reconsidered
2. Rashi
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3. Rav Soloveitchik’s explanation of nnM
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B. Rashi wrestles with the problems
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Rashi: For everything a season (even for HaShem) : Joy in its time and sorrow in its time....

C. Sforno: Does God really destroy the world?
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11 And the earth was corrupt before God, and the earth was filled with violence. 12 And God
saw the earth, and, behold, it was corrupt; for all flesh had corrupted their way upon the
earth. {S} 13 And God said unto Noah: 'The end of all flesh is come before Me; for the earth is
filled with violence through them; and, behold, | will destroy them with the earth.
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The Sforno redefines the text in consistent fashion-allowing for a different view of HaShem’s

actions through the flood.
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IV. Different Sins, Different Fates, The Critical Balance

A. The Generation of the Flood
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The sin of the Generation of the flood: Violent theft-of what kind?
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B. The Generation of Dispersion
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1 And the whole earth was of one language and of one speech. 2 And it came to pass, as they
journeyed east, that they found a plain in the land of Shinar; and they dwelt there. 3 And they
said one to another: 'Come, let us make brick, and burn them thoroughly.' And they had brick
for stone, and slime had they for mortar. 4 And they said: 'Come, let us build us a city, and a
tower, with its top in heaven, and let us make us a name; lest we be scattered abroad upon the
face of the whole earth.' 5 And the LORD came down to see the city and the tower, which the
children of men built. 6 And the LORD said: 'Behold, they are one people, and they have all one
language; and this is what they begin to do; and now nothing will be withheld from them, which
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they purpose to do. 7 Come, let us go down, and there confound their language, that they may
not understand one another's speech.' 8 So the LORD scattered them abroad from thence upon
the face of all the earth; and they left off to build the city. 9 Therefore was the name of it called
Babel; because the LORD did there confound the language of all the earth; and from thence did
the LORD scatter them abroad upon the face of all the earth.

But what was their sin?
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C. Between T'n* and 112X
Identifying a critical balance across time



